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ABSTRACT: Lack of parent-child interaction and literacy activities causes the child to have lower comprehension development.
The quality of parent-child interactions and the frequency of joint activities in the home literacy environment on comprehension
development enriching are seemed to be important for children. This study aims to investigate the correlation between home
literacy environment and children’s language comprehension development. Additionally, to test are there a significant relationship
between home literacy environment and children’s language comprehension, an online survey was distributed to 150 parents of
children aged six years old that lives in Shah Alam. The research instruments were used based on Home Literacy Environment
Questionnaire and also was adopted and adapted from Farver, Xu, Eppe and Lonigan, 2006, and also Comprehension
Questionnaire that is adopted and adapted from Tes.com are used to investigate the correlation between both variables. The data
was analysed through quantitative method by using descriptive statistic and Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) to
investigate the relationships between home literacy environment and children’s language comprehension. Consequently, the
research findings show that majority of families is having high level of home literacyenvironment and majority of children is having
high level of language comprehension. The results showed the positive correlation indicates better home literacy environment will
increase children’s language comprehension development.These results suggest that parents play main role in children’s language
development by conducting joint activities with the children to enhance their comprehension at early age.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The comprehension was listed by the National Reading Panel as one of the five primary reading elements (NICHD, 2000).
Reading capabilities are based on five different elements. Phonics, phonemic memory, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.
These components work together to develop solid, rich, and consistent reading skills, but are often taught separately or in
unequal delivery. In other words, reading comprehension is a complex ability that relies on multiple cognitive and linguistic processes (Oh
Julie et.al., 2023) .Understanding enables students to derive meaning and knowledge from a text, and also turns reading from a
solely pragmatic experience into one that encourages thinking and emotion. "Comprehension is essential to all children's
learning, not just literacy" (Professor Kate Cain,2015). Moreover, "If you're not reading with strong comprehension at an early
age, then it's hard to grasp text through the whole curriculum, and that's going to impair learning across a variety of subject
fields, including what we generally consider is 'literacy.' In addition, strong understanding is more essential to understanding the
universe more broadly” (Professor Kate Cain,2015). Oh Julie etal. (2023) agree that learning to read is an important milestone in
children's learning, and their research summarizes extensive studies of monolingual and bilingual children that show that language
comprehension is an essential component of reading comprehension.As a result, reading comprehension skills can impact students'
academic success (Naelur & Yudo, 2023) .Learning to read in the early years of school sets a basis for subsequent literacy and
academic achievement.
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The "home literacy environment" is an umbrella term used to describe the experiences, resources, behaviours and
interaction with family members in and around the home. The home literacy environment (HLE) forecasts the progress of
language and reading in normally developing children. Home literacy environment also affected some of the factor in children
literacy development such as comprehension. This basic skill is affected by the home literacy environment (HLE) that children
encounter in preschool years (Frijters, Barron, & Brunello, 2000; Levy, Gong, Hessels, Evans, & Jared, 2006; Niklas, Tayler, &
Schneider, 2015).The relationship between practice in the home literacy environment and children's language development may
be more complex and simpler than commonly assumed (Jan & Klaus, 2023). Lyu's (2023) study concludes that many
researchers have found a strong link between children's literacy and language development and their home literacy environment.
Hence, parenting strategies such as reading to infants, using a number of languages, openness and affection in relationships,
have been marketed as a partnership with stronger developmental outcomes (Bradley, 2002). The consistency of parent-child
interactions and the frequency of joint activities in the home learning area to enhance vocabulary acquisition seem to be
significant for children. The findings of a later researcher, Sara (2023), also support the idea that children's early literacy skills
can be improved by a modifiable, dynamic factor such as the home literacy environment. According to the Home Literacy
Model (LeFevre, 2014), young children can be exposed to two distinct types of literacy activities at home. First,
meaning-related literacy activities are those where print is present but is not the focus of the parent—child interaction, for
example, when parents read storybooks to their children. In contrast, code- related literacy activities focus on the print, for
example, activities such as when parents teach their children the names and sounds of letters or to read words and
sentences.Aram et al.'s (2013) longitudinal study, which also focused on the role of family literacy activities, i.e., mother-child
shared book reading and joint writing, assessed children's literacy development from kindergarten through the end of first grade.
Results found that family SES, early childhood skills, and kindergarten family literacy activities were associated with children's
end-of-first-grade achievement. Joint writing contributed significantly to first grade children's literacy, while the contribution of
shared reading was almost significant. And joint writing was found to contribute to first-grade children's literacy achievement
beyond book reading.

2 METHODS
2.1 Study Design

In general, this research consists of two variables. According to (Fraenkel et al., 2012) correlational research is a type of
study that seeks to discover interactions between two or more variables. The researcher of this study begins on this type of
research to look into the relationship between home literacy environment and children’s language comprehension thatmay occur
in this phenomenon or issue. This study employs a correlational research design in order to determine the relationship between
the home literacy environment and children's language comprehension, and the findings are used to determine the relationship
between the two variables. At the same time, a quantitative research methodology was chosen to investigate the research
question raise a loft are usually developed which provide prompt results. Somehow, the quantitative findings easily determined
are design to come up with the summaries of data information that support generalizations regarding the issues or phenomenon
under study.

2.2 Questionnaire Design

The tools of this study show in four different kind of sections. Part A consists of the parent of respondent demographic
background such as parent’s monthly income. Then, the researcher also continued demographic background in Part B that consists
of parent’s highest education level. Furthermore, in Part C consists of the Home Literacy Environment questionnaire which is
adapted and adopted from (Farver et al., 2006) with a total of 11 items using a 5-point scale from strongly disagree, disagree, neutral,
agree and strongly agree. The example of the items was “I read weekly to my child”. Moreover, Part C also contains question
about amount of reading materials at home. The instrument aims to measure the home literacy environment where parents reflect
on how their home literacy environment based on the questions. Meanwhile in part Part D, the questionnaire was adopted and
adapted from TES.com. There are 12 questions with two options answer (Yes/No). The example of the items was the questions
asked “Is penguin red in colour? (answer: No)” as pictures have been provided. The instrument aims to measure the six years old
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children language comprehension where children need to read and comprehend the questions to find the correct answer.

2.3 Data Analysis

There are four objectives in this study. To comprehend this study, quantitative data analysis was used to interpret the data
information by using statistical software known as the Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) software (Greasely,
2008). In this study, data is gathered, and the type of analysis data is also reviewed. To examine the contribution of Home
Literacy Environment on the level of Children’s Language Comprehension, multiple analyses were performed. For every
objective, all 150 responses were calculated.

3RESULT

Table 1 shows the information that have been collected from the parents in Shah Alam as a survey regarding their
demographic profile. There is the total of 150 respondents has been participate in this study by parents of children six years old.
The distribution of this questionnaire is via google form link and also spreading by parents to other parents in order to contribute
to the questionnaire. Hence, the total of all the respondents, there is 150 parents and children. In the demographic part, it consists
of parent monthly income, father highest level of education and also mother highest level of education.

Table 1: Respondent’s Demographic Profile (n=150)

Variables n %

Monthly Income of Parent

500 - 1500 2 1.3%
1500 — 3000 55 36.7%
3000 — Above 93 62%
Father’s Highest Level of Education

High School Graduate 39 26%
Certificate 42 28%
Diploma 33 22%
Degree 22 14.7%
Master 10 6.7%
PHD 4 2.7%
Mother’s Highest Level of Education

High School Graduate 51 34%
Certificate 7 4.7%
Diploma 23 15.3%
Degree 49 32.7%
Master 16 10.7%
PHD 4 2.7%

4.1 Home Literacy Environment

The first research question aimed to investigate the types of children’s home literacy environment. Table 2 shows the
average of the responses by the parent from rich home literacy environment. At the same time in Table 3 shows the average
responses from remaining 58 parents that have poor home literacy environment. The items are indicating to the types of the home
literacy environment of six years old children have at home. According to this data, the researcher revealed that the parents in
Shah Alam encourage their children with the home literacy environment in parents-child interaction and also in variety amount of
reading materials at home. 61.5% of the parents which is 92 parents out of 150 parents accept that the home literacy environment in
parent-child interaction, literacy activity and also amount of reading materials is the most approval. We can conclude for the first
objectives there are 92 families that have rich HLE while another 58 families have poor HLE.

IJSSHR, Volume 07 Issue 09 September 2024 WWW.ijsshr.in Page 7234


http://www.ijsshr.in/

The Correlation between Home Literacy Environment and Children’s Language Comprehension

Table 2: Rich Home Literacy Environment based on parent answers using HLE Questionnaire (n = 92)

Items Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

1) I read weekly to my child. 0 0 0 1 91

2) 1 go to the library once a week withl 1 1 4 85

my child.

3) | teach my child letters of alphabet0 0 0 1 91

twice a week.

4) | point out word to my child daily. 0 0 1 0 91

5) I read for fun and pleasure daily to0 0 0 3 89

my child.

6) Me and my spouse read for fun and0 0 1 0 91

pleasure daily.

7) My child asked to be read daily. 0 0 0 1 91

8) My child attempt to write words0 0 0 1 91

daily.

9) My child play with alphabet games0 0 1 1 90

daily. (Example: Matching letter cards)

10) I sing to my child daily. 0 0 1 0 91

11) | tell oral stories to my child0 0 0 4 88

daily.(Example: making up my own
stories or telling stories without using
books)

Based on Table 2 above, we can see that most of the 92 parents answered strongly agree to most of the questions. This is why
the researcher say that there are 92 families out of 150 families that have rich home literacy environment. Researcher also state in
the table above that there are two parents respond disagree and strongly disagree on question number 2 which is ‘I go to the library
once a week with my child’. Based on this result we can conclude that there are only 2 parents that did not do the library visit with
their child but still they do all of the others literacy activities. This is why both of this families are also included in the rich home
literacy environment.

Table 3: Poor Home Literacy Environment based on parent answers using HLE Questionnaire (n = 58)

Items Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

1) I read weekly to my child. 4 1 0 2 51

2) 1 go to the library once a week with 56 2 0 0 0

my child.

3) I teach my child letters of alphabet 28 2 0 3 25

twice a week.

4) | point out word to my child daily. 0 1 0 1 56

5) I read for fun and pleasure daily to 43 12 0 0 3

my child.
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6) Me and my spouse read for fun and 58 0 0 0 0
pleasure daily.

7) My child asked to be read daily. 42 16 0 0 0
8) My child attempt to write words 13 2 0 1 42
daily.

9) My child play with alphabet games2 7 0 0 49
daily. (Example:Matching letter cards)

10) I sing to my child daily. 1 0 0 0 57
11) | tell oral stories to my child daily. 56 2 0 0 0

(Example: making up my own stories or telling stories without using books)

Based on the Table 3 above, we can see that most of 58 families did not do certain of the literacy activities such as
questions number 2 which is ‘I go to the library once a week with my child’. As we can see based on the Table 3, 56 parents say
strongly disagree and another 2 parents say disagree. Based on this question we can see that zero parents bring their child to the
library visit once a week.

Next, for question 5 which is ‘I read for fun and pleasure daily to my child’. Based on the result, there are only 3 parents that
read for fun and pleasure daily to their child. Other 43 parents state strongly disagree and other 12 parent say disagree. As we can
see based on the result, majority of the parents did not do the reading daily with their child.

Besides that, based on the result we also can see that there are 3 questions that have majority strongly disagree vote by the
parents. The questions are ‘Me and my spouse read for fun and pleasure daily’, ‘My child asked to be read daily’ and ‘I tell oral
stories to my child daily’. By all this result, we can see that families with poor home literacy environment lack of various types of
literacy activities. In conclusion based on all the result, it’s proven that this 58 families have poor home literacy environment out
of 150 families.

For the research question number two, there are 2 types of socioeconomic factors that the researcher wanted to study in this
research. There are parent’s monthly income and also parent’s highest education level. Based on this research questions, researcher
want to see whether these two types of socioeconomic factors give effect towards their home literacy environment.

Table 4: Parent monthly income affecting the amount of reading materials at home (n=150)

Reading Materials at home RM 500 — RM 1500 RM 1500 — RM 3000 (55) RM 3000 — Above
) (93)
Story Book 2 9
3
Journal 0 0 1
3
Magazine 0 2
9
Encyclopaedia 0 0 2
6
Acrticle 0 0 1
9
Novel 0 3
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Work Book 2 9
3
Dictionary 0 3 7
9
E-Story Book 0 1 8
5 7
Flash card 2 4 8
9 9
News Paper 0 1 6
2 8

Others 0 0 0

Amount of family that have this reading materials at home based on parent’s monthly income (n)

Based on Table 4 above, researcher showed the overall responses from each of the parent using the home literacy
environment questionnaire. As have stated based on the table 4 above, we can see that all 150 parents have story book and work
book at their home. Besides that, most of the parents from low, middle and high monthly income also have flash card as one of
their reading materials at home. Parent from low monthly income only prepared story book, work book and flash card as their
reading materials at home. We can see here that there is no variety in reading materials at home and this will give a huge impact
in children literacy development such as comprehension. Then, parent that came from middle monthly income from RM 1500 to
RM 3000, based on the table we can see more variety of reading materials at home as their reading materialssuch as magazine,
novel, E-story book and newspaper.

Another type of monthly income based on this research is RM 3000 and above. There are more variety of reading materials
that we can see based on the result above. Parent in this range of monthly income prepared a greater humber of reading
materials for their children at home such as E-story book which is 87 parents and dictionary which is 79 parents. Reading
materials and storybook exposure have broader associations with measures of both children’s language and reading and spelling
skills (e.g., Bus et al., 1995).Yao, Z.'s (2020) study also confirmed the findings that independent e-book reading and print book
reading had similar improvements in children's beginning literacy skills. Also, reading e-books independently and reading print
books with an adult had similar improvements in children's beginning literacy skills (Kozminsky, E. et al., 2013).

Children who are rarely read to and whose parents read infrequently are at a disadvantage when they begin elementary
school. According to new research, there is a strong link between a child's reading environment, amount of reading materials at
home from the time they are very young and the progress a child makes in being able to read once they start school.

Table 5: Parents consists of diploma, degree, master and PHD answer based on HLE Questionnaire (n = 92)

Items Strongly Disag  NeutAgr  Strongly
Disagree ree ral ee Agree

1) | read weekly to my child. 0 0 0 1 91

2) | go to the library once a week with my child. 1 1 1 4 85

3) | teach my child letters of alphabet twice a0 0 0 1 91

week.

4) | point out word to my child daily. 0 0 1 0 91
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5) I read for fun and pleasure daily to my child. 0 0 0 3 89
6) Me and my spouse read for fun and pleasure0 0 1 0 91
daily.

7) My child asked to be read daily. 0 0 0 1 91
8) My child attempt to write words daily. 0 0 0 1 91
9) My child play with alphabet games daily.0 0 1 1 90

(Example: Matching letter cards)

10) I sing to my child daily. 0 0 1 0 91

11) | tell oral stories to my child daily.(Example:0 0 0 4 88
making up my own stories or telling stories
without using books)

Based on the table above researcher have showed that most of the parents that came from higher education level suchas
diploma, degree, master and also PHD have higher amount of literacy activities at their home. Most of them answered strongly
agree and agree to all the questions. This is a very good result in order to prove that there is a rich home literacy environment
among all of this families. Furthermore, all of the 92 parents also came from the families that has been classified by the
researcher that have rich home literacy environment on Table 2 previously.

Researcher also state in the table above that there are two parents respond disagree and strongly disagree on question
number 2 which is ‘I go to the library once a week with my child’. Based on this result we can conclude that there are only 2
parents that did not do the library visit with their child but still they do all of the others literacy activities such as shared reading
and etc. This is why both of this families are also included in the rich home literacy environment as what the researcher have
mention previously in table 2 explanation.

Also, based on the table above researcher showed that parent with higher education level have more awareness towards their
children literacy development environment. All of the parents did various types of literacy activities in and out of their home. This
contributes in the consolidation of children's knowledge of the usefulness of literacy and, as a result, how it is beneficial in
everyday life. In conclusion, it gave a huge impact towards younger children development before they went to the elementary
school.

Table 6: Parents consists of high school graduate and certificate answer based on HLE Questionnaire (n = 58)

Items Strongly Disagr Neutral  Agr Strongly
Disagree ee ee Agree

1) I read weekly to my child. 4 1 0 2 51

2) 1 go to the library once a week 56 2 0 0 0

with my child.

3) | teach my child letters of 28 2 0 3 25

alphabet twice a week.

4) 1 point out word to my childO 1 0 1 56

daily.
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5) I read for fun and pleasure daily 43 12 0 0 3
to my child.

6) Me and my spouse read for fun 58 0 0 0 0
and pleasure daily.

7) My child asked to be read daily. 42 16 0 0 0
8) My child attempt to write words 13 2 0 1 42
daily.

9) My child play with alphabet2 7 0 0 49

games daily. (Example: Matching
letter cards)

10) I sing to my child daily. 1 0 0 0 57
11) 1 tell oral stories to my child56 2 0 0 0
daily.

(Example: making up my own stories or telling stories without using books)

Based on the table above, researcher have showed that most of the parents that came from lower education level such as high
school graduate and certificate have lower amount of literacy activities at their home. Most of them answered strongly disagree
and disagree to certain of the questions such as question number 2 which is ‘I go to the library once a week with my child’,
question number 5 which is ‘I read for fun and pleasure daily to my child’, question number 6 which is ‘Me and my spouse read
for fun and pleasure daily’, question number 7 which is ‘My child ask to be read daily’ and question number 11 which is ‘I tell
oral stories to my child daily (Example: making up my own story or telling stories without using books)’. Based on this result,
researcher have made it clear that parents with lower education level is lacking in building their home literacy environment.

Also based on the result above, researcher have state that there are certain literacy activity that most of the parents in poor
home literacy environment answered strongly agree and agree such as question 1 which is ‘I read weekly to my child’,question
number 4 which is ‘I point out word to my child daily’, question 8 which is ‘My child attempt to write words daily’, questions 9
which is ‘My child play with alphabet games daily’ and last but not least question 10 which is ‘I sing to my child daily’. Based
on this result, researcher concluded that by having a poor home literacy environment did not meant that they didn’t do any
literacy activity at all but to compare with families with rich literacy environment this poor literacy environment families are
lacking in some of the literacy activity in and out of their home.

This is a very clear result in order to prove that there is a poor home literacy environment among all of this families.
Furthermore, all of the 58 parents also came from the families that has been classified by the researcher that have poor home
literacy environment based on Table 3 previously. In conclusion, parent with lower education level have a high risk in having a
poor HLE.

4.2 Children’s Language Comprehension
For the research question number three, researcher want to know the level of language comprehension for each of the
children. Comprehension is one of the linguistic elements that affect the development of communication skills and the language
skills of learners (Brown et al., 2008; Meara & Jones, 1990; Moir & Nation, 2002; Schmitt, 1998; Schmitt et al., 2011). In this
study children’s comprehension adopt and adapt to the reading comprehension questionnaire from Tes.com. There are 12

questions with two options answer (Yes/No).
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Table 7: Children’s answer correctly Language Comprehension Questionnaire according to their types of HLE (n = 150)

Items Rich  HLE Child-Directed Poor HLE (58)
(92) HLE (0)

1. Is penguin red in color? 92 0 58
2. Does a polar bear have four legs? 92 0 52
3. Is giraffe tall? 92 0 58
4. Is this a frog? 92 0 58
5. Does an alligator have teeth? 92 0 58
6. Is the kangaroo jumping? 92 0 4
7. Do dolphin live at sea? 92 0 58
8. Is the kitten on top of the box? 92 0 0
9. Is the monkey on top of the tree? 92 0 56
10. Is the elephant lighter than human? 92 0 55
11.Can hamster and cat be as a pet? 92 0 54
12. Does leopard and lion eat vegetables? 92 0 54

Based on the data above, researcher has showed that most of the 150 children can answer most of the questions. Only
question 6 and question 8 have a huge difference in selection of the answer. For question 6 which is ‘Is the kangaroo jumping?’
there are 96 children that answered correctly. Then, there are 54 children that answered this question wrongly. Besides that,
question number 8 which is ‘Is the kitten on top of the box?’ is also one of the questions that many of the children answer
wrongly. There are 92 children who answered correctly this question and 58 children answered wrongly. Questions 6 and 8 are both
questions that required a creative and critical thinking for the children in order to answered the questions correctly. In critical and
creative thinking questions, researcher use questions for a number of reasons. They can reinforce viewpoints, provide discussion
prompts, and help children see things from a new perspective. Researcher use them to inflame the imagination and inspire the
search for answers.

Based on the Table 7 above, researcher analyse that the 92 children that answered correctly questions number 6 and 8 are all
children from rich home literacy environment. And the other remaining 58 children are from poor home literacy environment. It
is well established that the home literacy environment is an important predictor of children’s language and literacy development
(Frijters, Barron, & Brunello, 2000; Levy et al., 2006; Senechal & Lefevre, 2002).In other words, children's language
comprehension and output is closely related to the early home literacy environment, which consists of all the literacy materials
and family interactions that promote children's language and literacy learning (Forte & Salamah, 2022).

For the last research question, researcher want to investigate the correlation between both of the variables which is Home
Literacy Environment and Children’s Language Comprehension. In this research, researcher used comparison techniquein finding
the relationship between the two variables. Researcher compare both of the independent variable result and also dependent
variable result in order to find the correlation between both of the variables.
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Figure 1: Rich Home Literacy Environment (n=92 Parent) Figure 2: Number of children that answer each of the

questions correctly (n=92 Children)

Based on the figure 1 and 2 above, researcher have showed rich home literacy environment which consists of 92 parents
response and it’s direct impact towards children’s language comprehension marks in figure 2 which consists of 92 children that
answer all the comprehension questions correctly and all of this children came from rich home literacy environment families. By
comparing both of the figures, researcher concluded that there is positive correlation between both of the variables. Based on both
of the figures, researcher concluded that, the higher the home literacy environment, the higher the children language
comprehension development will be. All of the children that get full marks in their children’s language comprehension
questionnaire, get a perfect home literacy environment during their childhood life. Figure 1 and 2 below showed the correlation and
relationship between both of the variables.
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Figure 3: Poor Home Literacy Environment (n= 58 Parents) Figure 4: Number of children that answer each of the questions

correctly (n= 58 Children)

IJSSHR, Volume 07 Issue 09 September 2024 WWW.ijsshr.in Page 7241


http://www.ijsshr.in/

The Correlation between Home Literacy Environment and Children’s Language Comprehension

Based on the figure 3 and 4 above, researcher has built figures that showed poor home literacy environment which consists
of 58 parent responses and compare to children’s language comprehension marks in figure 4 which consists of 58 children’s
answers based on the comprehension questions. Most of the children answer wrongly questions number 6 and 8 which is ‘Is the
kangaroo jumping’ and ‘Is the kitten on top of the box’. For question number six there are only 4 children out 0of58 children that
answer correctly and none of the children get to answer question number 8 correctly. Furthermore, some of the children also
answered some of the questions wrongly such as question number 2 which is ‘Does a polar bear have 4 legs. There are 6 of the
children that answer this question wrongly. There are also 2 children that answer question 9 wrongly whichis ‘Is the monkey on
top of the tree?’. Besides that, there are also 4 children that answer both of these questions incorrectly. Questions number 11 and
also 12 which is ‘Can hamster and cat be as a pet?” and ‘Does leopard and lion eat vegetable?’.

All of these children came from poor home literacy environment families. By comparing both of the figures, researcher
concluded that there is positive correlation between both of the variables. Based on both of the figures, researcher concluded that,
the lower the home literacy environment, the lower the children language comprehension development will be. All of the children
that did not get full marks in their children’s language comprehension questionnaire, have an imperfect home literacy. environment
during their childhood life. Figure 3 and 4 above showed the correlation and relationship between both of the variables.

5 DISCUSSION

The aim of this study was to find the correlation between Home Literacy Environment and Children’s language
comprehension. Researcher also want to find out is it parent’s monthly income and their highest education level gives impact
towards their Home Literacy Environment. As mention in the literature review, a substantial body of research revealed relations
among home literacy environment and children’s language comprehension. Result regarding the first research question showed
that there are 92 parents out of 150 parents have a rich home literacy environment and other 58 parents have poor home literacy
environment. All this result is based on HLE questionnaire responses by parent. Family and school represent the primary
environments in which young children grow and develop (Haung et al.,2000; Schweinhart et al.,2004; Taggart,2007). This
conclusion has previously been confirmed by the research of Duncan & Brooks (2000), who found that highly educated
parents tend to have a large vocabulary and familiarity with grammar, and that their work may also involve their ability to use
a variety of language skills in everyday life, and that children are therefore likely to be exposed to the vocabulary and
grammatical knowledge used by their parents when they interact with them. More educated parents tend to foster a friendly
style of family interaction at home that encourages children to express themselves and communicate with their parents.
environment, children tend to have more opportunities to learn from their parents and practice language and literacy skills
(Xin, 2023 ).Rowe's (2008) study also found that highly educated mothers stimulated their children's use of language more
frequently, used more explanations in child-oriented speech, read books with their children, visited libraries and puppet
theaters, and supported their children's use of language in the zone of nearest development, as compared to less educated
mothers. In addition, teachers of young children evaluated that the higher the mother's education, the higher the level of
language expression, the more coherent the picture book storytelling, and the more complex the child's spontaneous language
expression (Fekonja & Marjanovic, 2011).

The second objective in this study sought to examine are parents’ socioeconomic factors which is parent’s monthly income
and also parent’s highest level of education affecting their home literacy environment. The result that researcher managed to get
based on this question is the higher the monthly income of the parent, the higher number of books prepared by the parent for
their children. Children who have parent with higher monthly income perceive more books at home. We can see that parent that
prepared a greater number of books to their children have more awareness toward their children development. Books not only
will increase the children comprehension development but also their cognitive development in whole.The findings of the present
study are also supported by the study of Khanam & Nghiem (2016) whose study found that family income is significantly
associated with cognitive skills of children. For cognitive development, income as well as parents' education and the number of
books in the home are very important factors.Murphy et al. (2022) also argue that the interactive effects of home learning
materials vary by family income.The study of Susperreguy et al. (2021) also confirms that parents with high socio-economic
status have a higher frequency of literacy activities in the home.The study by Murphy et al.  (2022) reconfirmed that family
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socioeconomic status is related to the family home learning environment.

Next, based on this objective, researcher also managed to know the parent that have higher education level give a huge
impact towards their home literacy environment based on the HLE questionnaire response. Home Literacy Environment happen when
parent education started from Diploma, Degree, Master and PHD. Besides that, Home Literacy Environment present when either
one parent has higher education level such as diploma, degree, master or PHD.Efthymia et al.'s (2023) study also proved that the
effect of mother's education on children's literacy outcomes is robust but indirect. Families with higher educational background,
the value of possessing books more than in families with lower educational background. According to Yang Dong, Sammy Xiao
et al. (2020), they have suggested that parental literacy activities involvement and parental literacy expectations contribute more
to children's literacy knowledge enhancement. This is supported by Wenyan et al.'s  (2019) study, which found that parental
cultural involvement had a positive impact on the academic development of urban children.Furthermore, the same view is held
by the study of Gulsah et al. (2016) , whose study found that the frequency of parent-child daily interactions and parental
expectations were significantly related to children's attitudes towards literacyAs found in Alison & Jennifer's (2011) study,
parental expectations are significantly correlated with children's interest in literacy, thus,children's early reading experiences
with their parents prepare them for the advantages of formal literacy instruction. Indeed, parental involvement in their child's
reading has been identified as the most important predictor of language and emergent literacy (Bus et al.,1995) . Researchers
recognize the preschool years as a critical stage of development (DOE, 2009; Davin &Van Staden, 2005) for a child’s
intellectual, social and emotional growth and confirm the fundamental importance of quality parent child interaction during
these early years.

Parental involvement is widely acknowledged as a factor in their children's success. The main reason for involving parents
in literacy development is that it appears to benefit both parent and child. A child does not learn to read on his or her own.
Parents and teachers should assist the child. As a result, the child's first teacher is his or her parents, and his or her first school is
his or her home. Parents must instil a love of learning in their children and encourage them to persevere on their own. It is more
important to want to learn than it is to teach.Stacey and Janet's (2008) findings suggest a significant relationship between
parent-child reading interactions and children's early literacy skills. Therefore, parents must set aside times to read stories to
their children because itcan enhance their children’s comprehension, vocabulary, decoding of words and syllabus. Regular habit
of reading makes children develop the desire to read independently. The more a skill is practiced the more it is mastered,
applied, and retained in memory because practice brings perfection (Mwamwenda 2004). Children who invest their time with lots
of reading material perform very well in their classroom. They scored high in test because they understand the language.
Children needed to be induced to read independently by providing them with plenty of books. Also make sure that reading
materials are available in all corners of home including colourful books and magazines because they attract the eyes of the
children. Immersing your children in reading materials is a natural way to make them develop the habit of reading.

Children who visit library are smart and intelligent. They are also very quick thinkers and informed when compared to
others who do not know how to read. Library is an excellent place that also inculcates the value of silence. Devote sometimes
(30 min) to visit the library. Ask our children to search for books and magazines of their age. Parents need to spare time to read
with their children at home. Every member of the family should get involved and it must be a daily ritual of reading together.
Children from literacy “rich” home environment, tend to ask their parents to read to them more often (Aulls and Sollars 2003).
Reading is fundamental. Parents need to realize how important their role is in motivating love for reading. The custom of reading and
the love of books must be established in childhood. If parents want their children to succeed at school and in life, they should read
to them aloud for at least 20 minutes. Parents who read to their children will soon discover that the time spent together creates a
special bond. Many researchers and academics stated that parents’ involvement in their children’s reading is associated with
higher academic achievement, better attendance attitudes that are more positive and behaviour and greater willingness to do the
work, Kruger (2002: 48).More specifically, Gustavo et al.'s (2011) study found a significant positive correlation between
parental involvement in reading and children's motivation to read.

Besides that, the third research question is researcher want to know the level of comprehension for 150 children that are six
years old. Based on this study, there are 92 children managed to answer all questions correctly and other 58 children did not manage
to answer some of the questions correctly. Another finding from this objective is, researcher finds out that all 92 children that
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manage to answer all question correct is the children that came from family that has rich HLE and also parent with high education
level. Most of the children from poor home literacy environment answer some of the questions wrong, mostly from questions 6
and 8. The last research question is the researcher wanted to study the correlation between both of the variables. Children that
have rich home literacy environment score perfectly in their Comprehension Questionnaire compared to children from poor home
literacy environment, all of the children did not answer correctly all the question correctly. Other research that have conducted by
other researcher showed that children’s basic reading skill is related to several aspects of the home literacy environment, but most
seem to be masked genetic effects.Good genes can give a child a head start in learning to read (Anonymous, 2016). That is, they
seem to correlate with child reading because children inherit from their parent both a genetic tendency for a certain reading level
and the home environment they are exposed to. An exception to this seems to be the number of books children grow up with,
which may also exert a true environmental effect on their reading outcome (Elsje et al., 2016). Children with rich HLE, have
higher amount of reading materials and have parents with higher education level have higher ability towards their comprehension
development compared to children from poor HLE.This conclusion is also confirmed more scientifically by Agnes' (2023) study, which
found that factors preventing children in the early grades from acquiring reading and writing skills included low parental ed ucation and
low parental income. Based on previous research, researcher stated that there are controlling for mothers’ education and the direct
relation between mothers’ and children’s education at comparable chronological ages, time invested in reading to young children
related to reading achievement and motivation, which in turn related to educational attainment (Allen et al., 2015). Children need
to become proficient readers because it is important to them and determines their educational success. Parents know their children
better and they are the mentors who can hone their reading skills.And children's motivation to read is influenced by their parents'
motivation to read and how often they read (Montserrat, 2023). Reading skills are obtained by practice the art of reading became a
habit when parents engage their children by developing the edge to read. Reading could be boring to some children but is a
mandatory activity for every human who want to succeed in life. Teaching children how to read starts at home when children are
young (Wade & Moore 2000).

6 CONCLUSION

The current study was organized to indicate the relationship between home literacy environment and children language
comprehension by 150 children that lives in Shah Alam. The overall result shows that better home literacy environment will
increase the children’s language comprehension development and indicates the relationship between two variables as well. In
addition, the methods that has been focused on to distribute in this study which are the sampling information and to understand
this study, the quantitative data analysis was used analyse the data information by using SPSS software to obtain the statistics.
The research findings revealed that positive correlation between home literacy environment and children’s language
comprehension.
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