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ABSTRACT: English language acquisition in general and English speaking skills in particular have always been the central goal 

of English Language Education. However, it is not always easy to improve students’ speaking competences. The purpose of this 

action research is to help third-graders at Iris School with their speaking abilities in English 3.  A total of 90 students in three classes 

and 2 English language teachers participated in this study. A set of pre-test, mid-test and post-test scores and interview serve as 

research instruments. The results showed that students were advancing in a class after taking all ways through the photovoice 

technique in the speaking class. Therefore, it is claimed that the photovoice technique is truly beneficial and effective for improving 

students’ speaking skills. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

English is currently the official language of communication in many nations, and it is widely spoken all over the world as the 

common language of international trade, business, entertainment and education (Rao, 2019; Wang & Burris, 2019). This is the 

justification for why English is better than less popular languages. With the fast escalating demands of globalization in many 

domains, such as the business, the environment, and culture, the standards for English language proficiency in Vietnam have 

dramatically evolved over the previous 20 years. Dao (2015) stated that English has become a crucial foreign language, particularly 

for the younger Vietnamese population. In particular, it is covered in practically every school and university's curriculum. To further 

encourage the study of English and improve the standard of English teaching and learning in Vietnam, the Prime Minister of Vietnam 

released Decision 1440/QĐ-TTg "Teaching and Learning Foreign Languages in the National Formal Education System in the Period 

2008-2020." 

Speaking is one of the most challenging skill for students to master, but it is believed to play vital for in the master of language 

(Bailey & Nunan, 2005). Many methods have been introduced and applied to improve students’ speaking ability, yet they are still 

not the strong skills of many students in many developing countries including Vietnam. Dao (2015) informed a common concern of 

his 330 participants in a research into their needs for improving English, detailing that speaking skills are their weakest skills and 

ought to be enhanced soon. 

Photovoice is a suitable method using picures for supporting the process of English speaking teaching and learning. More 

specifically, photovoice was first developed by Dr. Caroline Wang in the University of Michigan with the aim of empowering 

members of groups to collaborate with each other to enhance the quality of a group or community through photographic show (Wang 

& Burris, 1997). This method has been credited with encouraging interactive learning and advancing student’s creative thinking 

(Ferdiansyah, et al., 2020); increasing students’ oral skills in an English specialized secondary class (Janu, et al., 2021); and 

motivating students in online English class (Nugroho & Sakhiyya, 2022). It was anticipated that using this strategy would help 

pupils perform better orally, suggesting that it should be used more frequently in the classroom. 

In the light of the above discussion, the researcher has been inspired and motivated to conduct the research on applying 

photovoice in teaching speaking with the title of “Employing photovoice in improving students’ speaking skill at the primary 

school”. This method has never been applied in the context of grade 3 in Iris School that the researcher chooses, making it 

worthwhile to carry out an action research to see whether it can address the speaking weaknesses that students are facing. It is hoped 

that the study will add a different approach into the research of the effectiveness of photovoice method into speaking skill 

enhancement and might be used as model for further study in the same area.  
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1. Definition of speaking  

Speaking is considered to be among the most important skills in both first and second language which demands a proactive, attentive 

and effective participation of the people involved because speaking can somehow reveal the thought and personal traits of a person 

(Nunan, 1991). 

According to Siahaan (2008), speaking is a crucial linguistic skill, which includes the ability to produce sounds with meaning and 

make them understandable to others is what is meant by speaking in terms of effective communication. Therefore, speaking skill is 

an integrated part of communication skill and needs to serve the purpose of transferring information from the producer to the 

perceiver. 

Similarly, Bailey (2000) and Fulcher (2003) believe that speaking also refers to the use of words in social interactions. This 

suggests that at least two people are involved in the activity, and that each of them has some sort of objectives or goals for it. In 

order to participate in this activity, participants must be both listeners and speakers who can respond rapidly to what they hear. 

Richards and Renandya (2002) emphasizes the importance of micro speaking skills, highlighting that speaking serves various useful 

functions such as describing things, giving complaint about people’s behavior and activities, making polite requests, discussing a 

topic and persuading others. 

These theories point to a connection between speaking and communicating skills, and thus highlight the importance of speaking 

in real life as well as its master in language acquisition. Speaking is the capacity to use a language well to convey ideas, emotions, 

and information to and from other communicators. Therefore, the English instructor should encourage students to speak up in class 

by employing communicative language exercises and interesting media, as well as by giving them opportunities to do so as 

frequently as is practical. 

2.2. The benefits of photovoice 

A professor and researcher - Caroline Wang- at the University of Michigan's School of Public Health, created photovoice in the 

early 1990s as a unique method for conducting participatory action research (Wang 1999). Photovoice is a strategy created to enable 

people of underrepresented groups to collaborate and "identify, represent, and strengthen their community through a specialized 

photography style" community-based research activities (Wang & Burris 1997).  

According to Blackman and Fairei (2011), the activities performed through photovoice—such as taking photos and sharing 

stories about them—are impactful. If people sense these feelings of empowerment, they may be more motivated to strive for 

improved living circumstances for themselves and other people in their community. In classroom using Photovoice, students are 

required to fulfill a range of roles, and thus having chances to improve their micro speaking skills such as giving opinions or asking 

for something politely (Nugroho & Sakhiyya, 2022). When they act as photographers, who involve in capturing images as evidence, 

they will be able to speak with their friends about their photo and thus learning some macro speaking skils (Janu, et al., 2021; 

Nugroho & Sakhiyya, 2022). 

Sharing with their view, researchers (Ferdiansyah, et al., 2020; Hidayat, et al., 2019; Janu, et al., 2021; Nugroho & Sakhiyya, 

2022) also add that student’s speaking includes more details, has higher fluency and can deal with rising situation in speaking tasks 

more naturally and meaningfully. 

It can be concluded that in light of the aforementioned benefits, photovoice needs to be tested out in the classroom. It is hoped 

that employing this method would improve the oral communication abilities of the students specified in the following chapter, which 

would lead to an increase in its use in the classroom. 

 

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Participants 

Participants in this study includes 90 students in grade three at Iris school in the school year of 2021-2022. They are currently 

learning in a fixed class, hereafter named class 1, 2 and 3. They had a similar starting level with quite low achievements of speaking 

skills. They participate in speaking lessons using photovoice technique and take pre-test, mid-test and final test during the study 

process to assess the extent in which this method can be used to improve students’ speaking skills. These 90 students are chosen 

because they are the age group which is not extensively studied using photovoice methods in Vietnam and their speaking skills in 

English can somehow be easier to be developed. 

Participants of the study also include 2 teachers who are in direct charge of class 1 and 2 as above. They are both experienced 

teachers who are familiar with action research. They will teach class 1 and 2 using photovoice method with the assistance of the 

researcher and interviews with them will offer some insights into the way to adapt the method to better improve the speaking quality 

of students. 

3.2. Instruments and Data collection 

Pre-tests, mid-tests and post-tests were carried out to collect data about the effectiveness of the method. Pre-tests were 

administered the week before the start of the term to assess student’s starting level and decide whether the hypothesis about their 
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speaking skills are right and what their weaknesses were. Mid-tests were used after students study 8 weeks using the photovoice 

method to assess their improvement in English speaking skills. Post-tests used at the end of week 15 was carried out to reassess 

their improvement. 

This study also employs semi-structured interview which was carried out to collect the opinions and suggestions of teachers 

about the effectiveness of the method as well as adjustments to be made to further increase the impacts. 

3.3. Data analysis 

In this study, both quantitative research and qualitative research are employed in which the mean scores of the pre-tests, mid-

tests and post-tests were calculated in order to  of measure the improvement of students through the intervention of photovoice 

technique. Meanwhile, the recordings in the interview are noted down, transcribed and then analyzed qualitatively. 

 

4. RESULTS AND FINDINGS 

4.1. Results of Pre-test scores 

With the aim of answering the research question, before the photovoice was implementef in teaching speaking in the class , all 

students were asked ti sit for an oral pre-test in order to to determine knowledge baseline. Their  pre-test scores were collected and 

analyzed quantitively through statistics in SPSS. Table 1 shows the means score of pre-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Table 1: Mean scores of pre-tests in Classes 1,2 and 3 

Class N Min Max Mean Std 

1 29 1.00 3.00 1.4828 .57450 

2 31 1.00 3.00 1.5161 .67680 

3 30 1.00 3.00 1.4333 .56832 

Total 90 1.00 3.00 1.4774 .6065 

 

Table 1 demonstrates the descriptive statistics of pre-test results of Classes 1, 2 and 3. Generally, the overall mean score of 3 Classes 

was 1.4774 which shows no considerable difference between mean scores of three clsses. In specific, the mean score of Class 2 was 

the highest with 1.5161, followed closely by the mean of 1.4828 for Class 1 and 1.4333 for Class 3 respectively. The slight change 

among mean scores could not estimate the differences between classes. In other words, it is found that the students of thress classes 

achieved almost the same pre-test scores.  

In order to claim this finding, one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) were computed to compare the three classes to test if 

there are significant differences in the performance of the pre-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3 (Table 2) 

 

Table 2: Multiple comparisons of pre-test results of Classes 1,2, and 3 

Band Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups .106 2 .053 .142 .868 

Within Groups 32.350 87 .372   

Total 32.456 90    

 

Table 2 shows the multiple comparisons of pre-test results of Classes 1,2 and 3. It can be seen that the probability value (p-

value) of pre-test scores in three classes was 0.868 which was higher than the degree of significance 5% (p = 0.05). This means 

there was no difference between the means in the pre-test scores of three classes. 

From the statistical results inTables 1 and 2,  it can be drawn the conclusion that there was no difference in pre-test results 

among three classes before the implementation of the study. In other words, all students in three classes shared the same status at 

the beginning of the study. 

4.2. Results of Mid-test scores 

After the 8th  week of the photovoice technique coverage throughout the course, students were asked to sit for the oral mid-test 

in orer to  know whether students were advancing in a class. Table 3 indicates the mean scores of mid-test result in Classes 1, 2 and 

3. 

 

Table 3: Mean scores of mid-tests in Classes 1, 2 and 3 

Class N Min Max Mean Std 

1 29 2.00 3.00 2.5517 .50612 

2 31 2.00 4.00 3.1613 .77875 

3 30 2.00 4.00 3.1333 .73030 

Total 90 2.0 3.66 2.9487 .6717 
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Table 3 reveals the descriptive statistics of mid-test results in Class 1,2,3. Overall, both Class 2 and Class 3 achieved higher results 

in mid-test than Class 1. Specifically, In Class 1, the average band score was 2.55 (Std=0.51) with the highest band being 3; while 

the lowest was 2. In regard to Class 2, the average band of this class was 3.16 (Std=0.78); the highest band was 4 and the lowest 

band was 2. Taking Class 3 into consideration, the average band of this class was 3.13 (Std=0.73) with the highest band was 4 and 

the lowest band was 2.  

Like pre-test results, one way analysis of variance were also computed to compare the three classes to test if there are significant 

differences in the performance of the mid-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3 (Table 4) 

 

Table 4: Multiple comparisons of mid-test results in Class 1,2, and 3 

(I) 

VAR0000

1 

(J) 

VAR0000

1 

Mean Difference (I-

J) Std. Error Sig. 

95% Confidence Interval 

Lower Bound Upper Bound 

1 2 -.60957* .17699 .003 -1.0316 -.1875 

3 -.58161* .17841 .004 -1.0070 -.1562 

2 1 .60957* .17699 .003 .1875 1.0316 

3 .02796 .17546 .986 -.3904 .4463 

3 1 .58161* .17841 .004 .1562 1.0070 

2 -.02796 .17546 .986 -.4463 .3904 

*. The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level.  

 

Table 4 presents the multiple comparisons of mid-test results in Class 1,2, and 3. It was obviously seen that after 8 planned lessons, 

the speaking level of 3 classes revealed certain differences. To be concrete, the result of Class 1 was significantly different from the 

result of Class 2 and 3 (p = 0.03 and 0.04 < 0.05); while the result of Class 2 and 3 showed considerable difference (p=0.986>0.05).  

From the statistical results in Tables 3 and 4,  it can be drawn the conclusion that there were significant differences in the 

performance of the mid-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3 in which the overal mean score of the mid-test increased up to 2.9487 compared 

to the overal mean score of the pre-test (M=1.4774). This indicates that, students were advancing in a class after taking 

halfway through the photovoice technique in the speaking class. 

4.3. Results of Post-test scores 

After the 15th  week of the photovoice technique coverage throughout the course, students were asked to sit for an oral post-test 

in order to determine how much they had progressed after the intervention of the photovoice techniques in the speaking class. Table 

5 demonstrates the mean scores of post-test result in Classes 1,2 and 3 

 

Table 5: Mean scores of mid-tests in Classes 1, 2 and 3 

Class N Min Max Mean Std 

1 29 2.00 5.00 3.4138 .77998 

2 31 3.00 5.00 4.0968 .78972 

3 30 3.00 5.00 4.7000 .53498 

Total 90 2.67 5.00 4.0702 .70152 

 

Table 5 shows the descriptive statistics of post-test results in Classes 1, 2 ans 3. Overall, there was a significant difference in 

the speaking level of students after the study. Specifically, in Class 1, the lowest band was 2 and the highest was 5 with the average 

band score was 3.41. In Class 2, the average band of this class was 4.1, while the highest band was 5; the lowest was 3. In Class 3, 

the average band of this class was 4.7 with the lowest band was 3 and the highest band was 5.  

Furthermore, one way analysis of variance were also computed to compare the three classes to test if there are significant 

differences in the performance of the post-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3 (Table 6) 
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Table 6: Multiple comparisons of post-test results in Class 1,2, and 3 

(I)  (J)  

Mean Difference 

(I-J) Std. Error Sig. 

95% Confidence Interval 

Lower Bound Upper Bound 

1 2 -.68298* .18381 .001 -1.1213 -.2447 

3 -1.28621* .18529 .000 -1.7280 -.8444 

2 1 .68298* .18381 .001 .2447 1.1213 

3 -.60323* .18223 .004 -1.0377 -.1687 

3 1 1.28621* .18529 .000 .8444 1.7280 

2 .60323* .18223 .004 .1687 1.0377 

*. The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level.  

 

Table 6 shows the multiple comparisons of post-test results in Classes 1,2, and 3. It is obvious that the post-test results of 3 

classes revealed a significant difference with all p values < 0.05 (0.00, 0.01 and 0.04). Put it simpler, the multiple comparison results  

shoed that considerable differences among three classes existed significantly.  

From the statistical results in Tables 5 and 6,  it can be drawn the conclusion that there were significant differences in the 

performance of the post-test in Classes 1, 2 and 3 in which the overal mean score of the post-test increased up to 4.0702,  compared 

to the overal mean score of the mid-test (M= 2.9487) and the pre-test (M=1.4774). This indicates that, students were advancing in 

a class after taking all ways through the photovoice technique in the speaking class. In other words, after 15 weeks of the photovoice 

technique intervention,  students in 3 classes achieved certain improvement in their speaking skills.  

4.2. Results of Interview  

Interviews were carried in a classroom at Iris school and interviewers had contact with interviewees for agreement before they 

were administered. Subjects of the interview include 2 teachers of class 2 and 3. The aim of the intervew session was to collect the 

teachers’ opinions  about the effectiveness of this method. The interview was recorded, and the total length of each was around 15 

minutes. 

Firstly, the teacher was asked about the effectiveness of photovoice technique on the improvement of students’ vocabulary for 

speaking. Two interviewees highlighted that using photovoice technique in the speaking classroom is a good way because students 

will have more chances to memorize words and enrich their vocabulary. Below are excerpts that illustrate their point/hoặc dùng câu 

The excerpts below are  examples of the statement:  

Interviewee 1: I think it’s a very good way to improve students’ vocabulary for speaking; because students have the chance to 

memorize words through visual tools. 

Interviewee 2: Students can definitely enrich their vocabularies by photovoice. 

In the second question, the interviewees were asked about the alterations that should be employed during the photovoice lessons 

to further enhance students’ vocabulary for speaking. The two interviewees agreed that students’ own photos should be used rather 

than provided photos due to the fact that students could collect more new words from various scenes. The following excerpts 

illustrate their statements 

Interviewee 1: well, students’ photos should be used in the lessons rather than using provided pictures. ; you know, new words 

will appear in different contexts. 

Interviewee 2: I think it should be the pictures taken by them. New things in each picture create a chance for students to get new 

words. 

Regarding the third question, when being questioned about positive effects that photovoice techniques provide with students’ 

pronunciation. The interviewees had the same opinions that photovoice was a highly effective teaching method to develop students’ 

pronunciation, as well as eliminate the shame of students. The excerpts below are  examples of the statement 

Interviewee 1: it’s absolutely good for pronunciation improvement due to the fact that students have to talk and talk; so it clearly 

reduces their shame to show what they have and teachers have a chance to correct their mistakes. 

Interviewee 2: photovoice helps students a lot in improving their pronunciation; I saw  students struggling with pronunciation 

at the beginning of the course, at the end of the term; their pronunciation became much better. 

In the fourth question, interviewees were asked about the alterations that should be done in order to further boost students’ 

pronunciation. The help from the teacher was the answer of both interviewees. Below are excerpts that illustrate their point 

Interviewee 1: It's definitely the help from teachers. 

Interviewee 2: I think the feedback from teachers will help a lot. 

In relation to the fifth question, the researcher asked about the effectiveness of the photovoice technique on the improvement 

of students’ interaction. The interviewees indicate that this technique promoted students to talk and interact more in the class. The 

following excerpts show their points of view. 
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Interviewee 1: Using students’ own materials encourages them to talk more and become more active in the lessons; that is what 

photovoice brings to the lessons. 

Interviewee 2: they talk more and laugh more in the class. 

The last question of the interview investigated the opportunities to further increase students’ interaction. The interviewee 1 

stated that students’ own pictures are the promotion for their interactions in the class; while the interviewees 2 pointed that smaller 

numbers of students in the class would work. Below are the excerpts that demonstrated their opinions. 

Interviewee 1: the key point is students’ own pictures; they love to share and be proud of their own things. 

Interviewee 2: To me, the lesson would go better if there are less students in the class, 15 to 20 students is an ideal number. 

In conclusion, the interview with teachers indicates important points for the study in which using photovoice technique in the 

speaking classroom is a good way because students will have more chances to memorize words,  enrich their vocabulary and improve 

their pronunciation as well. Moreover, this technique provides an effective learning environment for students with significant 

improvement interaction of students by promoting students to talk and interact more in the class. Therefore, it is conluded that using 

photovoice technique in the speaking class brings a lot of benefits in terms of vocabulary, pronunciation and interaction. 

 

5. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

In light of the necessity for students to have a strong command of the English language in language classrooms, the primary goal of 

this research was to examine the effectiveness of the photovoice technique on improving students’ English speaking skills. The 

result of the study indicates some certain significant points for the study.  

Based on pre-test, mid-test and post-test results, it can be said that there were significant differences between students’ pre-

test,mid-test and pos-test scores. In particular, before employing he photovoice technique in the classroom, students’ speaking skills 

were not really good enough with the low overal mean score of the pre-test (M=1.4774). However, after taking halfway through the 

photovoice technique in the speaking class, students’ overal mean scores in the mid-test were increased up to 2.9487. More 

particularly, the overal mean score of the post-test increased up to 4.0702. This indicates that students were advancing in a class 

after taking 15 weeks of covering the photovoice technique in the speaking class. In other words, using the photovoice technique in 

the classroom totally helps students enhance their speaking skill interms of vocabulary, pronunciation and interaction.  

Based on interview results, it can be concluded that using photovoice technique in the speaking classroom is a good way because 

students will have more chances to memorize words,  enrich their vocabulary and improve their pronunciation as well. Moreover, 

this technique provides an effective learning environment for students with significant improvement interaction of students by 

promoting students to talk and interact more in the class. 

The findings of the study are in line with the statement of several researchers  (Harmer, 2011; Maaly, 2021; Velea & Alexandru 

2017) that photovoice had various advantages in term of improving writing and speaking skills as well as motivating creativity. 

These also matched with the findings of  Dale (2015) and Widiadnya (2019) which confirmed that photovoice was a remedy for 

speaking of students in primary school.  

In conclusion, photovoice is not only effective for students but also makes the student interested and motivated in learning 

speaking. All of the students were able to communicate  and cooperate each other in developing their speaking skill; thus, they can 

improve their vocabulary, pronuncation and interaction. However, despite the short duration of the study and the learning 

achievement as the primary focus, this study added to future ressearch supporting the benefits of using photocoice technique as the 

authentic materials in language learning and teaching. It is hopeful that future research can focus on extending the experiment's 

duration and analyzing other language skills in order to increase among students in different circumstances and capacities. 
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