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ABSTRACT: Ho Chi Minh was great leader who wholeheartedly devoted himself to the country and the happiness of the people. His
lessons and ideas are timeless, as evidenced by the fact that they have been studied continuously by scholars from all over the world.
The political communication is just one component of that. Despite the fact that under the presidency of Ho Chi Minh, this concept was
most likely still quite vague, the methods that Ho Chi Minh utilized in political communication demonstrated a significant amount of
progress. In the following article, we will concentrate on the primary strategies that President Ho Chi Minh utilized in the course of his
political communication endeavors. The content of this article is broken up into three sections: the first section introduces some
fundamental concepts and rationale; the second part analyzes President Ho Chi Minh's style of political communication; and the third
and final section provides some comments and evaluations.
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I. SOME CONCEPTS AND THEORETICAL BASIS

There are many definitions of political communication, but none of them appears to be universally accepted in international academia.
This is likely due to the fact that it is very difficult to fully and accurately define this concept. The difficulty stems from the fact that
itself includes many smaller concepts, and it is not simple to use a specific number of words to describe all of the activities and elements
that are related to it. Therefore, in order for us to be able to understand political communication, we need to first begin with the two
basic elements which are politics and communication.

The term "communication™ can refer to an exceedingly broad range of activities. Some researchers describe it according to the
purpose, while others define it according to the means. Because of this, it is quite difficult to find a single description that adequately
encompasses all aspects of this concept. But even though definitions can be different in many ways, most of them talk about five basic
parts: the transmitter, the receiver, the means, the message, and the effects. To put it simply, communication starts when a
transmitter makes up a message. This message is then encoded by turning it into a signal or signal sequence and sending it over a certain
medium or channel to the receiver. The receiver then decodes the message, figures out what it means, and sends back a signal, a piece
of information that shows whether the message has been understood or not. This is called providing feedback. During the process of
sending the message, "interference” could happen, which would make the information less accurate than it was at first. Shannon and
Weaver came up with this idea in 1949. (Shannon and Weaver, 1949).
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The second concept is politics, which in ancient Greek meant "affairs of states." It has been discussed by many prominent
scholars of the past, such as Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, etc. Today, scholars like Bernard Crick have looked at politics from many
different points of view, building on the ideas of their predecessors. Accordingly, he argued, “... politics is a distinctive form of rule
whereby people act together through institutionalised procedures to resolve differences, to conciliate diverse interests and values and to
make public policies in the pursuit of common interests.” (Crick, 2004).

When combining these two components into the concept of political communication, academics have identified a variety of
ways. Some definitions are quite specific, while others are quite general, such as Chaffee's. According to him, political communication
is the “role of communication in the political process" (Chaffee, 1975). However, other scholars tend to give definitions with more
facets. Pippa Norris is one of them. He believed, "Political communication is an interactive process concerning the transmission of
information among politicians, the news media, and the public. The process operates top-down from governing institutions toward
citizens, horizontally in linkages among political actors, and also bottom-up from public opinion toward authorities" (Norris, 2015). Or
according to Brian McNair in "An Introduction to Political Communication," he mentioned that political communication is "purposeful
communication about politics.” And that "All forms of communication undertaken by politicians and other political actors for the
purpose of achieving specific objectives. Communication addressed to these actors by non-politicians such as voters and newspaper
columnists. Communication about these actors and their activities, as contained in news reports, editorials, and other forms of media
discussion of politics” (McNair, 2011).

So, we can see that all of the above definitions of political communication have something in common: communication
activities that allow people to interact and share information in two directions. The top-down direction is from individuals and
organizations with political elements to the people, and the bottom-up direction is from the people to the politicians or political agencies
and organizations. Both of these effects are ways for each element to reach its specific goals.

These theoretical bases will help to analyze Ho Chi Minh’s political communication activities in the following sections.

I1. PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH WITH POLITICAL COMMUNICATION.
A. President Ho Chi Minh used political communication to make people understand, trust and support.

When comparing President Ho Chi Minh's political communication activities to the theories of international scholars mentioned
above, President Ho Chi Minh's political communication shows many similarities, but it also has some distinct features that come from
the uniqueness of his style.

First of all, with the top-down direction, which is specifically the direction from the Party, and from the State to the Vietnamese
people, he has his own unique that very effective approaches.

The Mass mobilization work was one way that President Ho Chi Minh got his political communication across. A mass
mobilization means "No one should be left out of the effort to do the jobs that need to be done, the jobs that the government and unions
have given out. This means that every citizen's efforts should be put to use. The mass media can't just use newspapers, books, meetings,
slogans, flyers, and orders. First, it's important to find a way to explain to every citizen: it's for their own good and their duty, and they
themselves need to work hard to make it happen™ (H6 Chi Minh toan tap, ep.6). Therefore, it is possible to see that "Mass Mobilization,"
from the point of view of President Ho Chi Minh, is to help people comprehend the activities of the Government, about the policies of
the State, in order for them to know, understand, and voluntarily implement the policies. Many similarities can be drawn between this
definition of political communication and others like it offered by Pippa Noris. As mentioned above, Noris believed, "Political
communication is an interactive process concerning the transmission of information among politicians, the news media, and the public"
(Noris, 2015). Nevertheless, Ho Chi Minh's perspective in this interaction appears to be more nuanced when he underlines that the
ultimate goal is to make people comprehend and get people actively involved in the process.

President Ho Chi Minh always put the question of how to make people understand first in his communicating campaign,
because if people understand, they can believe and listen. That is why he always reminds journalists and the media that "our press is not
for a few individuals, but to serve the people, to disseminate and explain the Party's and Government's programs and policies. As a
result, the press must have a general appeal as well as a combative spirit" (Huy Hung 2021). Writing for newspapers needs to avoid
being overly wordy and should cater to the reading level and attention span of the general public. Ho Chi Minh once stated, "My
experience is this: Every time you write an article, ask yourself: Who are you writing for? Why do you need to write? How can one
write in a way that is easy to understand, concise and easy to read?" (Nguyen, 2020). Better yet, when you have finished writing the
article, it should be sent to a few individuals who have a low level of education so that they may read it to check if there is any word
that they do not understand, and if there are, it needs to be corrected to make it easier to grasp (Ha, 2021). In addition, one of the most
important lessons that Uncle Ho teaches journalists is that the language utilized by the press must be clear, simple, and easy to
comprehend and that writing must be concise, which means that it must be neat, and contain content that is specific, penetrating, and
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practical. If a journalist wants to write in a way that is "pure, simple, and easy to comprehend,” they must first learn how to speak the
language of the masses. Only then can the masses acknowledge what is written as being representative of themselves. Because of this,
we can see that President Ho Chi Minh placed a great deal of importance on writing. He chose to write very concisely, but he always
made sure to pick the words that were the most appropriate and necessary. This allowed anyone, from someone with a high level of
education to a farmer, to comprehend his writing. This has been clear to us the very first works of him. For instance, in the book "Puong
Kéach Ménh" (Revolutionary Path), Ho Chi Minh did not provide a definition of "Revolutionary" that was extremely academic; rather,
he expressed it in a very short manner by saying, "Revolutionary means to shatter the old into the new, demolish the wrong to change
the good." In the same piece of writing, Ho Chi Minh made the following assertion: "This book aspires to be brief, easy to grasp, and
easy to remember. Someone may criticize grumpy expressions. Well, all things need to be expressed in a simplistic way with no
decoration " (H6 Chi Minh toan tap, ep.2). As a result of this, we can see that Uncle Ho's words are always relevant to the general
populace. He made an effort to explain everything in a way that readers of any skill level might comprehend it. As a result, the words
that Uncle Ho penned down have the potential to touch the minds of a large number of people and be acknowledged by them as their
own.

The facts of the present day demonstrate that effective leaders produce superior results by employing language that is simple
and straightforward. US President Donald Trump is a good example. Usually, the language used in politics will often have a lot of
associations, politicians also often have to be highly educated (Naciscione, 2001) or have a strong political background (Rozina and
Karapetjana, 2009). This very easily leads to the conclusion that the listener may have difficulty understanding abstract concepts or that
they are required to have the necessary previous knowledge in order to comprehend the information that is being conveyed. As a
consequence of this, a great number of people believe that Mr. Trump's ability to communicate in a way that is both clear and succinct
was one of the contributing causes to his success in the race for the White House. In the same way, he was able to convince a large
number of people to comprehend, believe, and support his views. Many people believe that Donald Trump's manner of speech is distinct
from that of typical politicians because he is very succinct and uses words and grammar that are very basic. For instance, he does not
use the word "finance" but instead uses the word "money," and he does not use the phrase "causes negative effects" but instead uses the
word "bad" (Swaim, 2015). He accomplished this by making his message accessible to the majority of people, which in turn convinced
them to back him. After President Trump's speech, which was simple but very effective, people started to pay more attention to using
easy-to-understand language to reach the vast majority of people, not just in politics but in other fields as well. A lot of research has
been done on this topic. Nevertheless, it is clear that during the time of President Ho Chi Minh, he was aware of this situation fairly
early on in his tenure. Because Uncle Ho's speaking and writing style tends to be "simple,” “clear," and "easy to understand,” the
information that he communicates always manages to touch the minds of the people because they understand it, they listen to it, and
they follow it.

B. Political communication to increase trust among people

To make people voluntarily comply, they must first trust the government and their leaders. If we live in the modern world,
there are many ways for leaders to gain the trust of the people, such as through the media, social media apps, etc. Politicians can also
build their own image and reputation by putting up biographies and keeping people up to date on their daily political or government
activities on their own pages or on newspapers. People get news from there very quickly, which makes it easy for the news to spread.
People may not see these things happening directly, but images and news picked by the media will help them understand and, over time,
grow to like or trust what the government does and who runs it. However, this trust is gradually lost in many situations because the
government is either unable to deliver on what it has promised or does provide, but does not bring about the intended impact. In this
regard, President Ho Chi Minh is maybe an expressive example of "saying must go hand in hand with action,"” or stating that it must be
done. Uncle Ho has consistently held the belief that one's success in their work should be proportional to the amount of effort one put
in. It is even more vital for leaders to walk the walk as well as talk the talk since they set an example for everyone else to look up to and
follow. This will also make people trust the government more. He said, "An important example is worth more than hundred speeches."
(H6 Chi Minh toan tap, ep.1). For Uncle Ho, when proposing work, it is necessary to avoid being vague or confusing and instead be
specific, practical, and go from small to big, low to high, and easy to hard. Leaders need to say what they're going to do and do it
themselves first. They can't just tell other people to do something when they don't do it themselves. If they tell people to be thrifty,
honest, righteous, fair, and impartial, but they themselves are lazy, don't do what they're supposed to, live lavishly and wastefully while
most people’s lives are still very poor, and always find ways to steal money from the State and the people, that's unacceptable (Nguyen,
2016). Uncle Ho, in and of himself, has always been a brilliant illustration of the virtues of leading a life that is simple and incorruptible.
A great number of politicians from other countries have expressed their astonishment at the lifestyle of national leaders like Uncle Ho.
The supper that Uncle Ho prepared consisted of the same few vegetables, eggplant, and soy sauce that the average person would eat.
Uncle Ho lived in the house on stilts, dressing in old garments and donning a pair of rubber sandals made from old tires. He wore these
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sandals everywhere he went, including on outings to visit people in other communities, throughout his daily life, and even on trips to
other countries. Uncle Ho was offered a new pair of shoes by the people, but he refused to receive it because the Vietnamese people
were still impoverished and had a pressing need to save their resources. Uncle Ho was known to make unannounced and unplanned trips
on occasion so that he could learn the truth about the community firsthand. Uncle Ho would not mind traveling to many regions to learn
about the lives of people and to listen to their hopes and dreams in order to find solutions to make people's lives better and more
successful. The things that Uncle Ho said were never separated from the things that he did, and Uncle Ho was always the one who did
things first. As a result, the people listened attentively to everything Uncle Ho said and responded appropriately to it.

In addition, we can see that the majority of world's politicians have one thing in common, and that is the fact that they are under
constant pressure to maintain a presentable image, despite the fact that people think politicians are unreachable. Others make a concerted
effort to cultivate the impression that they are well-connected to the community in order to win over their sympathies and secure
widespread support. For instance, during a speech that President George W. Bush gave about employment, those sitting directly behind
the president were asked to remove their ties so that Mr. Bush would appear on television as "a leader of the people." (Shella, 2003). It
would appear that voters have a preference for leaders who keep their platforms straightforward and accessible. This point is best shown
by the former U.S. President, Barack Obama. In contrast to most other politicians, Barack Obama consistently engages in very
straightforward behavior and uses straightforward language, both of which serve to pique the curiosity of the American people and earn
their affection. People not only in the United States but also in other countries have expressed a lot of surprise and delight when seeing
a powerful president also eat popular dishes, for example, when he stopped by Five Guys to buy a cheeseburger, he also bought a few
more for the employees in his office (Herbert, 2009). They loved him even more when they realized that he cared about his subordinates
by purchasing additional meals for them. This showed that he was compassionate. These various images and accounts of President
Obama quickly became widespread in the media, which produced a highly favorable influence in the minds and hearts of the general
public, ultimately leading to an increase in support for him.

But with President Ho Chi Minh, all of these things do not need to be built up; rather, they occur naturally every day because
they come from his own personality, there is no need for any arrangement, and he does not need anyone to acknowledge them because
everything he does is for the people and he never thinks about himself. It would appear that there is no space separating the common
people and their leader when he was present, which is a significant achievement. Not only did Uncle Ho eat rustic food on occasion,
and not only did he care about the people in his immediate vicinity, but he cared about the entire population. These were the kinds of
things that take place on a regular basis. As was noted earlier, Uncle Ho did not eat differently, dress differently, or sleep in a different
location from other people. Uncle Ho's diet consisted of the same things that other commoners did, such as salted eggplant, braised fish,
and soy sauce. The rubber sandals constructed from tires that Uncle Ho wore through the combat zone and into the capital city were the
same sandals that he continued to wear for the rest of his life. Uncle Ho's house was built on stilts, and he always wore old clothing. He
was concerned about the well-being of all those who were close to him. Uncle Ho refused to accept the material items that people had
prepared for him as well as the benefits that came with being the leader. For instance, when Uncle Ho traveled to India, the security
team attempted to conceal Uncle Ho's slippers and replace them with a new pair while he was traveling on the airplane. After the plane
had landed, Uncle Ho tried to hunt for his slippers but was unsuccessful. Others said that perhaps he had accidentally mixed them up
with his other belongings in the luggage compartment and suggested that he use the new shoes in the interim. But Uncle Ho responded,
"l am aware that you put away my slippers. Our nation is not yet fully independent, our people are still having a hard time, | wear rubber
sandals but there is a new pair of socks inside, that is enough and it will still be polite." (Le, 2021). All of these things give the impression
of a leader who is approachable and unpretentious, who maintains zero distance from the general populace, and who is solely concerned
with the welfare of the populace while ignoring his own needs. At this stage, there were not nearly as many positive and significant
stories being published about him in the mainstream media as there are now with politicians. Since Uncle Ho's way of life and the people
in it are genuine, there is no need to construct a persona for others to be aware of in order to boost his own personal status. However,
the deeds of President Ho Chi Minh and the moral example he set are constantly recounted to one another. As a result of this, it shouldn't
come as much of a surprise to learn that many Vietnamese people think of Uncle Ho as a relative in their own families. And so, the
things that Uncle Ho said, they all very respectfully listened to him and followed because they believed in him and believed that those
ways were true for them, for a better life for themselves.

C. He is always proactive in listening to and understanding people's wishes

As mentioned above about bottom-up direction, Pippa Noris and Brian McNair suggested that is when people tell those in
power what they think so they can change policies and political activities to better meet people's needs. In the present time, people can
do this in many different ways, such as by taking part in forums, giving interviews to the media, writing articles, blogging, and through
reframing. But when President Ho Chi Minh was in power, information technology wasn't that advanced, and people didn't have as
many ways to express what they thought as they do today. Also, after the August Revolution in 1945 was successful, the Democratic
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Republic of Vietham was born with a lot of problems, such as hunger and illiteracy. 95% of the population was illiterate and unable to
write (Pham, 2006). Therefore, it was difficult to make people comprehend the policy direction that the Party and the State were heading
in, and it was impossible to discuss whether or not they are allowed to voice their opinions. Understanding this, President Ho Chi Minh
on the one hand approved short slogans and articles with easy-to-understand language as mentioned above to make it possible for the
general public to understand the content being transmitted; on the other hand, the President always actively created conditions for people
to express their opinions by always visiting and directly chatting to communicate and to listen and understand the thoughts and
aspirations of the people, as Uncle Ho asserted in his work titled “Dan van” (“Mass mobilization™), "...anything must be discussed with
the people, consulted and experienced by the people, put together a plan together with the people to be practical with local, and then the
whole people must be mobilized and organized to put the plan into action." (H6 Chi Minh toan tap, ep.6).

Uncle Ho went on a secret trip on New Year's Eve 1946, just a few months after he announced the declaration of independence
that started the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, which is now called the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. On New Year's Eve, when all
of the other villagers in the village were lavishly organized to make offerings, he saw a family of cycling cyclos; in their house, there
was nothing but a burning incense stick, and the owner was laying sick. Uncle Ho broke down in tears and asked to report to the President
of Hanoi. These travels in disguise went happening on a regular basis. In 1960, on New Year's Eve, Uncle Ho traveled to Hanoi and
paid a visit to one of the most impoverished households in the city at that time. Uncle Ho noticed that the owner was a lady in her forties
who was still working as a freelance water carrier so that she might earn enough money the following morning to purchase some rice
for her four children, all of whom were having a hard time at home. The sole furnishings in her home were a bed and a couple of chairs
made of wood. Uncle Ho listened to her explaination about her predicament and then asked her if she intended to look for work. After
that, a position that was appropriate for this woman was found for her. Because he wanted to see with his own eyes the truth about the
lives of the people, grasp the genuine conditions of the people, and listen to the people’s talk, these incognito journeys were never
announced in advance. He knew that if he let the local leaders take care of it, he would only get to see the good parts of the area and
meet people who were living full, happy lives. Also, after what happened in the spring of 1960, when he left, he said that the government
was not really by the people and for the people because it let so many people have hard lives and because leaders were still bureaucratic,
chasing achievements, and not going deep into people's lives, so serving the people was not good. After that, Uncle Ho was very harsh
in his criticism of cadres and Party members who had not carried out their responsibilities effectively or had degraded themselves (Tran,
2016).

Or, when Uncle Ho visited farmers, he conversed and worked directly with them. Uncle Ho revised his will in 1968 after
personally observing the difficulties and hardships endured by farmers and comprehending their desires and added that during many
years of wars, “...our compatriots, especially peasants, have always been very loyal to our Party and Government, doing their best to
contribute people, and willingly enduring all difficulties and hardships. Now that we have entirely won, | aim to propose a one-year
agricultural tax exemption for agricultural cooperatives in order to make the people happy, and more enthused and to increase output."
(Hanoimoi, 2014).

Consequently, during the time of President Ho Chi Minh, even though people did not have as many means to actively voice their
opinions as they do today, Uncle Ho always created conditions to approach people directly in order to listen to their hopes and learn
about their living conditions. Then, he made necessary modifications with the leadership team while simultaneously promoting economic
growth to improve the living standards of the populace.

It is possible to assert that in the political communication activities of President Ho Chi Minh, there are similirarities with the
theories of other international authors; nonetheless, it is distinct in that it bears its own unique imprint from Uncle Ho's personality.

1V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION:

The methods of political communication that President Ho Chi Minh used were extraordinarily progressive, and as a result, he achieved
a high level of popular consensus. In the direction from the government down to the people, known as the top-down direction, Uncle
Ho has always placed a significant amount of emphasis on the work of "Déan van" (“Mass mobilization”). This refers to the act of
communicating and educating the populace about the activities of the state, with the goal of encouraging people to carry out the
responsibilities that have been delegated to them by the state and various mass organizations. In this regard, Uncle Ho always emphasized
the need of letting people understand since he knew that when people did, they were more likely to believe it and follow voluntarily. To
help people understand, the Goverment needs to learn how to talk properly and uses language that are simple and easy to comprehend.
When a piece of material is being disseminated, it needs to be clear, succinct, and appropriate to the circumstances and qualifications of
the individuals so that it can be understood by everyone, from highly educated people to farmers. Also, he always stressed that “saying
and doing must go hand in hand.". When he said something, he did it himself first. Therefore, he successfully gained the trust from his
people. Uncle Ho always lived in a simple style and cared a lot about how other people lived. We can see the image of a leader who can
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fully blend in with the people in him. As a result, the people adore Uncle just as much as they do with their own family members. These
things that emerge naturally from President Ho Chi Minh's personality, and they do not need to be constructed or arranged in the same
way that many other politicians in this modern day do with a lot of supports from technical media.

When it comes to the bottom-up direction, this refers to the way in which individuals have the ability to voice their thoughts to
the government in order for the latter to make the essential adjustments required to establish policies that are more suitable for the lives
of individuals. During the time of President Ho Chi Minh, eventhough Vietnamese people did not have as many means to express their
opinions and desires as people do nowadays, Uncle Ho was the one who deliberately established conditions for them to show their
desires. Uncle Ho often went to localities, production places, agencies, factories, and schools, where he met people from all walks of
life and listened to their hopes, opinions, and to see the living condition of people by himself. He did this instead of relying on what the
leaders of these places told him, so he could remind the staff and make policies that pleased the people and made their lives better.

In conclusion, the strategies of political communication that President Ho Chi Minh utilized were extremely innovative, very
effective, and contributed to the formation of a societal consensus. These approaches are similar to the theory that was advanced by
international researchers during the later period; nevertheless, it also reveals numerous differences, marking their unique imprint on
Uncle Ho's personality. It is possible to assert that the strategies of political communication that were utilized by President Ho Chi Minh
are still relevant and valuable in the present day.
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