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ABSTRACT: This study determined the English Language Proficiency and School Performance in English as well the school
performance as a whole. The respondents of the study were both English teachers and grade 10 students in the national high schools
in the fifth district of lloilo, using the descriptive comparative approach. Findings of which served as basis for the enhancement of
the existing English manual used in English 101 for the improvement of English language proficiency of the students enrolled in
the said subject. Generally, seventy percent of the student and teacher respondents were female. Teachers’ Level of English language
proficiency has a significant effect on the level of proficiency of students which has a direct relationship on the school performance.
It was also found out that teachers’ performance has no significant relationship with the students’ performance in English and school
performance as a whole. Further, student—respondents performance has a significant relationship with their level of English language
proficiency which has a direct effect on the school performance as a whole. The English teachers’ performance is related to their
English proficiency level, but not associated with the students’ performance in English and school performance. However, the
English teachers’ level of English language proficiency significantly affects the students’ level of English proficiency, while the
students’ performance has a significant effect on their level of English language proficiency, affecting the school performance as a
whole. Enhancement of the English language manual that will be used in English 101 (Study and Thinking Skills) must be adopted.
Training & Development Program Design for the Enhancement of English Teachers language Proficiency must be implemented.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In this generation where global competition exists, the English language proficiency — the global language — is deemed necessary.
In the Philippines where English is an official language for communication and instruction, teachers need to assess the English
performance of their students and consider their English language proficiency, such as correct usage, sentence structure, and
appropriate subject verb agreement.

The label that the Philippines is the third English-speaking country no longer holds water today (Molina-Lauz, 2010). This
competitive advantage of the Philippine is fast diminishing with the decreasing level of English proficiency, especially among the
younger generation ( The Chamber of Commerce, 2010), however, existing federal education legislation state education staff, and
academicians have set forth general and consistent parameter for defining limited proficiency and fluent English proficiency
(Molina-Lauz, 2010).

At Northern lloilo Polytechnic State College, the English Department is giving the English Proficiency Test (EPT) for the
purpose of identifying who among the incoming first year college students are and not ready to take higher English, particularly
English 101 (Study and Thinking Skills). Those who are not qualified to take higher English must undergo intensive grammar course
(English Plus) to help them out in their grammar difficulty.

The EPT is a measure of the student’s learning in high school English where grammar and grammaticality are to be learned
at their best. The said test is composed of four test categories, namely: correct usage, identifying errors, vocabulary and reading
comprehension.

The examiner have found out that most test takers got very low scores on both correct usage, identifying errors and
vocabulary tests respectively, and that they could not even make it half way.

Most of the respondents got failed than passing the EPT test because of this result, they failed in EPT and that they were
made to enroll in English Plus which covers intensive grammar to assist them in their grammar difficulty.
This study was anchored on the grammatical competence of Dell Hymes which was originally derived from Noam Chomsky’s
widely known dichotomy of competence and performance. For Hymes, Chomsky*s linguistic theory represents a viewpoint that
dismisses central questions of use in the area of performance. Communicative competence is a concept introduced by Dell Hymes
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(1966) and discussed and redefined by many authors.

This study aimed to find out the Junior High School English Language Proficiency Level of the teachers and Grade 10
students of selected high schools in the 5" district of lloilo . The findings of the study served as basis for the enhancement of the
existing English manual.

2. METHODOLOGY

A. Research Design

This study used the descriptive comparative method of research in determining the English Language Proficiency Level of the
teachers and the students and the school Performance. This study described, analyzed, and measured the proficiency level of
students and teachers.

Descriptive method was appropriate in this study because it required description of the existing conditions of the respondents
with respect to the variables under consideration.

This study also explored the extent or degree of relationship among set of variables. Specifically, it investigated the level of
students’ and teachers’ English language proficiency, as well as their school performance as a whole.

B. Participants of the Study
The respondents of the study were all secondary English teachers and the grade ten students of the national high
schools in the Fifth District of lloilo.
Presented in Matrix 1 are the respective actual numbers of grade 10 students and the distribution of student and teacher
respondents (randomly selected using the Slovin’s formula) from the respective national high schools in the fifth District of lloilo.All
students are officially enrolled for School Year 2015-2016; the teachers are all permanent in the respective schools.

Matrix Presentation of Research Respondents

Teachers Students
Name of School Total No. of | Total No. of | Total No. of | Actual No. of
Participants Enrolment Participants Participants
1. Ajuy National High 6 390 36 36
School
2. Balasan National High 9 499 46 46
School
3. Barotac Viejo National
High School 12 456 42 42
4. Batad National High 4 160 15 15
School
5. Don Casimero
Andrada National High | 7 229 21 21
School
6. Roberto H. Tirol
National High School 8 290 26 26
7. Estancia  National
High School 18 768 70 70
8. Lemery National High 4 936 1 1
School
9. Nicomedes R. Tubar
Sr. National High School > 174 16 16
10. San Rafael National
High School 6 254 23 23
11. Sara National High 1 515 47 47
School
Total 93 3965 363 363
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Matrix of the Different National High Schools in the Fifth District of lloilo School Year 2014-2015

English Teachers Students

Name of School Total Number | Actual Number of | Actual Number of | Actual  Number  of
of English | English Teachers | grade 10 enrolled | students Respondents
Teachers Respondents students (Slovin)

1. Ajuy National High School 6 6 390 36

2. Balasan National High School 9 9 499 46

3. Btac. Viejo National High | 12 12 456 42

School

4. Batad National High School 4 4 160 15

5. Don Casimero Andrada National | 7 7 229 21

High School

6. Roberto H. Tirol National High | 8 8 290 26

School

7. Estancia National High School 18 18 768 70

9. Lemery National High School 4 4 236 21

10. Nicomedes R. Tubar Sr. |5 5 174 16

National High School

11. San Rafael National 6 6 254 23

High School

12. Sara National High School 15 15 515 47

TOTAL 94 94 3,965 363

All teachers were taken as respondents in the study. There is a total of Three thousand six hundred ninety-five (3,965)
fourth year students of the respective national high schools in the fifth district of Iloilo. With the use of Slovin’s formula, the number
of student-respondents will be computed.

Stratified random sampling was used in the study. To allocate proportionately the samples of all schools covered in
this study the formula by Basinang was used. The respondents per school were selected using the fishbowl technique. The names
of the teachers were written on small pieces of paper and then the desired number of respondents was drawn.

Using the stratified random sampling the researcher had come up with a total of 363 high school students as
respondents in the 11 national high schools in the 5™ district of lloilo.

C. Research Instruments
The instruments in this research study were two questionnaires. The instrument was divided into two (2) parts: Part I-
Students’ and Teachers’ Profile, Part II- English Proficiency Test.

D. Data Gathering
It was agreed during the pre-oral hearing that the instrument to be used in the study is the Language Proficiency Test
administered by the DepEd but unfortunately, the said test is strictly for DepEd use only. The researcher consulted the adviser and
the panel if the researcher could utilize the Proficiency Test given by the Northern lloilo Polytechnic State College which served as
the English Placement test for incoming freshmen. It was agreed that the said Proficiency Test will be used, and it was then
reproduced.

Permission to conduct the study and retrieve the NCBTS files of the teacher respondents was done through official letter-request
addressed to the Schools Division Superintendent of DepEd, Jaro, lloilo City. Separate official letter-requests were made and were
addressed to the respective principals of each national high school. Upon approval of the requests, the researcher personally
administered the distribution of instruments to target student and teacher-respondents, one national high school at a time to obtain
responses.

Similarly, the researcher requested for the respective grades of student and teacher-respondents in English proficiency, and
NAT performance of schools from the school Registrar’s Office through an approved letter request.

The data of student-respondents were retrieved; their grades were cross-checked correctly. All the data were encoded and
presented in tabular form to facilitate the application of statistical treatment through the help of a Statistician, and results were
analyzed and interpreted.
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E. Treatment of Data
In answering the research questions posed in the study, the following methods were used for the analyses and interpretations:
frequency counts and percentage, mean, chi- square and Pearson r.

F. Ethical Considerations

The information taken from the student and teacher-respondents and different national high school in the fifth district of lloilo
will remain confidential and they cannot be used as evidentiary documents against anyone of them. All of the respondents are not
identifiable as to their names, name of school, and other personal features. Findings of this study cannot be used against any of the
student and teacher-respondents and the national high school authorities in any manner and in any litigation which may arise in the
future.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the interpretation and analysis of data gathered in this study in terms of (1) Profile of the Student-Respondents
in terms of (a) Sex; (b) Number of Siblings; and (c) Combined Monthly Income of Parents; (2) Profile of Teacher Respondents’ in
terms of(a) Number of years in teaching English; (b) Highest educational attainment; and (c)Relevant Trainings/Seminars, (3)
Student and Teacher-Respondents’ Level of English Language Proficiency in terms of (a) Correct Usage; (b) Identifying Errors;
(c) Vocabulary; and (d) Reading Comprehension; Performance in English of the Student and Teacher-Respondents and the NAT
performance of the schools.

Generally, seventy percent of the student and teacher respondents were female.

Teachers’ Level of English language proficiency has a significant effect on the level of proficiency of students which has
a direct relationship on the school performance. It was also found out that teachers’ performance has no significant relationship with
the students’ performance in English and school performance as a whole.

Further, student—respondents performance has a significant relationship with their level of English language proficiency
which has a direct effect on the school performance as a whole.

4. CONCLUSION
The English teachers’ performance is related to their English proficiency level, but not associated with the students’ performance in
English and school performance.

However, the English teachers’ level of English language proficiency significantly affects the students’ level of English
proficiency, while the students’ performance has a significant effect on their level of English language proficiency, affecting the
school performance as a whole.

Enhancement of the English language manual that will be used in English 101 (Study and Thinking Skills) must be adopted.
Training & Development Program Design for the Enhancement of English Teachers language Proficiency must be implemented.
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